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Synopsis

a ceA bona fide thrill ride.& «a "Miami HeraldA & ceSilva builds tension with breathtaking double and
triple turns of plot.a «a "PeopleA Portrait of a Spy is Silvaa ™s eleventh thriller to feature art restorer
and master spy Gabriel Allon as he races from Great Britain to Washington to New York to the

Middle East on the trail of a deadly and elusive terrorist network responsible for massacres in Paris,

Copenhagen, and at Londona ™s Covent Garden.

Book Information

File Size: 1155 KB

Print Length: 483 pages

Publisher: HarperCollins e-books (July 19, 2011)

Publication Date: July 19, 2011

Sold by:A HarperCollins Publishers

Language: English

ASIN: BOO4KKXWMO

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

X-Ray: Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Lending: Not Enabled

Enhanced Typesetting: Enabled

Best Sellers Rank: #7,331 Paid in Kindle Store (See Top 100 Paid in Kindle Store) #68 inA Books
> Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Thrillers & Suspense > Spies & Politics > Terrorism #70

inA Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Thrillers > Terrorism #85

inA Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Literature & Fiction > Action & Adventure > Mystery, Thriller &

Suspense > Suspense

Customer Reviews

Okay, here’s the thing from a reviewer’s viewpoint. You would probably not be reading the reviews
of Daniel Silva’s newest book in his Gabriel Allon spy series if you weren’t already familiar with his
writing. Silva’s written 10 or so novels in the series and | think I've read most of them. And this one,
"Portrait of a Spy" is a very good Daniel Silva/Gabriel Allon book. But it is similar to all the others I've
read. And for me, a reviewer, it's a difficult book to review for that reason.Daniel Silva is deeply
concerned with the Middle East and the problems with radical Islamism that have risen from there in

the last 60 years or so. Silva uses his books - characters and plots - to speak intelligently about



those problems and the repercussions - terrorist bombings in both the Middle East countries and in
Europe. Silva seems to publish a new book in the series every July. Now, this year and this book,
2011 and "Portrait of a Spy", pose a fairly tricky problem for Daniel Silva. How much of the "Arab
Spring" - which actually began in mid-December, 2010 - does he include in his story? And does he
include the assassination of Bin Ladin, which occurred fairly close to the time of publication? | could
tell that he makes reference to Bin Ladin’s death in a line towards the end where the text could still
be changed in final proofs. The "Arab Spring" is mentioned towards the end. That's the problem he
may have faced with the plot. But it's with the characters he’s really facing problems.Gabriel Allon
has not changed much in the 15 or so years he’s been the subject of Daniel Silva’s pen. And
Chiara, his younger ltalian wife is still gorgeous. They are still trying to retire to the English

countryside and really go back to art restoration.

Gabriel Allon is on site and fails to stop a terrorist attack in London. He leaves his Cornish
retirement to help a ClA ally eradicate the network that executed the attack, as well as the
operational mastermind and inspiration of said network. Ultimately Gabriel lives and
triumphs...which should surprise no one. Entertaining, somewhat engrossing, extremely well written,
Portrait of a Spy was not all | hoped it would be. | can handle the Allon books being cookie cutter
plots, but the books are so well written that | enjoy the ride even though. However, what begins as a
really clever idea is not carried through by the author. Silva had the chance to break from the mold
of the last few books and he chose not to.On the cookie cutter front, we have the standard Allon
associates-Shamron, Uri, the Allon Team, and now extended elements in the CIA and the world of
broadcast news. We have world class bad guys with an agenda...but the new trick is that the bad
guys will be found by routing funds to them with the help of the daughter of...a man Allon killed and
who dies in the arms of the daughter Allon wants help from.If there is a weakness in the Allon
series, it may be how anyone who is asked feels compelled to help Allon, and in the course of
working with/for him they come to see him as being wonderful...even here. No one comes away
feeling used or bitter or in any way conflicted or angry. That is the opportunity Silva misses in

Portrait of a Spy.
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